184                             NEW AMERICA.

sparkling city, the New Jerusalem, in its bowers
of trees; beyond that city flows the Jordan, bear-
ing the fresh waters of Utah through the plains
into Salt Lake, which darkens and cools the
great valley, with its amplitudes of blue. From
the lake itself, which is a hundred miles broad,
a hundred and fifty miles long, spring two islands,
purple and mountainous; Antelope Island (now
called Church Island) and Stansbury Island ; while,
on either side, and beyond the blue waters of
the lake itself, run chains of irregular and pic-
turesque heights, the barren sierras of Utah and
Nevada.

The air is soft and sweet; southern in its
odour, northern in its freshness. Cool winds come
down from the Wasatch peaks; in which drifts of
snow and frozen pools lie all through the summer
months. So clear is the atmosphere, that Black
Eock, on the Salt Lake, twenty-five miles distant,
seems but a few hundred yards in our front, and
crests which stand sixty miles apart, appear to
our sight as though they were peaks of a single

range.

Lower down in the valley the golden haze
steeps everything in its own delicious light. The
city appears to be one vast park or garden, in